TYLL    OWLGLASS

the work well. Owlglass stipulated for one hundred
pounds to be paid in advance, that he might buy
colours and hire assistants, and also that no one but
his assistants should enter the saloon during the
progress of the work, so that he might not be hin-
dered. All being agreed to, he hired three assistants,
with whom he settled that they were not to do any
work; but he nevertheless paid them their wages, and
they employed themselves mostly playing at cards
and dice. A month passed by, and then the Count
desired to know \vhat progress had been made with
the work, and also to be allowed to enter the saloon*
Owlglass now said, "Noble Sir, there is one thing
I must tell you, namely, that the base born cannot
see my work."

The Count was rejoiced on hearing this, thinking
how he could prove the birth of all by whom he was
surrounded, for he was mightily proud. They then
entered the saloon, and Owlglass partly drawing
back a cloth, which he had stretched across the side
of the room.he was supposed to be painting, said,
pointing at the same time with his stick, which he
held in his hand, "Here you behold the first Count
of Hessen, in whose noble bearing I trust you
recognise the great founder of your noble house; by
his side you see his wife, daughter of Justinian, after-
wards Emperor of Bavaria: they had issue Adolphus,
from whom descended, in a direct line, William the
Brave, Lewis the Good, and so on up to your own

x                                 353